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What is Digital Citizenship?

According to Common Sense Media Digital Citizenship is the ability to “think 
critically, behave safely, and participate responsibly in our digital world.”

This can also be closely related to digital literacy which is defined as “ability to 
read and understand mass media messages and language. "access, analyze, 
evaluate and communicate." (Micheli, 2013)

Concept that creates an understanding of how media affects everyday life and 
help people understand the world around them. By creating a community of active 
readers, those readers can decide for themselves their positions on those aspects 
such as social, economical and political.  (Kavoori & Matthews, 2004) 



Why is Digital Citizenship Important?

1. Creates participatory learning. (Micheli, 2013)
2. Children use media everyday for many hours a day. (Micheli, 2013)
3. Can reduce the negative impact of media on youth. (Micheli, 2013)
4. Encourages youth to be more active and critical participants in the media 

culture that surrounds them. (Micheli, 2013)
5. "Enables individuals to resist media manipulation and to increase their 

freedom and individuality." (Kavoori & Matthews, 2004) 
6. "Teaching them that this media does have the power to manipulate and by 

teaching critical media Pedagogy as a way to empower them in order for 
them “to gain sovereignty over their culture.” (Kavoori & Matthews, 2004) 



What is the problem?

Hammer (2011) tells us that unfortunately teachers are not receiving adequate 
education and training on media literacy. 

Even more concerning is that many parents, administrators, and government 
officials don’t believe this is valuable knowledge. 



Our Response as Digital Literacy Leaders

Introduce non-specialist elementary educators to quality media education 
curricula to help them integrate digital citizenship in the classroom.

We recommend the Common Sense Media Curriculum on Digital Citizenship https:
//www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/digital-citizenship 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/digital-citizenship
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/digital-citizenship
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Why the Common Sense Media Curriculum?

*Easy to access online   *Free  *Comprehensive  *Research-based 

*Appropriate for non-specialists    *Linked to Common Core Standards     

*Ready-made lesson plans    *Varied pedagogies  *Assessments with answer key 

*Multimedia  *Blackline masters   *Engaging for students  *Easy for teachers



        Teacher Resources: A) Professional Development

These resources help educators learn how to empower students to think critically, 
behave safely, and participate responsibly. Included: videos, webinars, tips on best 
practice, teaching & assessment strategies, professional learning communities, 
and certification.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eA_DH4r9Ouw


           Teacher Resources: B) Curriculum 
Planning 

1. Scope and Sequence  

2. Links to Common Core Standards 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/uploads/classroom_curriculum/commonsense_digitalcitizenshipcurriculum.pdf


Teacher Resources: C) Lesson Plans on Digital Citizenship
● There are 3 Units for each grade level: k-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12
● Under each unit there are multiple lessons covering 8 different digital citizenship 

topics: Self-Image & Identity; Relationships & Communication; Digital Footprint & 
Reputation; Cyberbullying & Digital Drama; Information Literacy; Internet Safety; 
Privacy & Security; and Creative Credit & Copyright. 

● Each lesson tells which which of the above topics are being discussed. 
● Interactive unit-level assessments measure understanding and attitudes.
● Videos about digital citizenship for the curriculum, teaching strategies, lessons in 

action are included: https://www.commonsensemedia.
org/video/educators/digital-citizenship

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/video/educators/digital-citizenship
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Common Sense Media: A Closer Look
Ten Lessons on Digital Citizenship (Grades 3-5)

1.   Private and Personal Information (Protecting yourself from online identity theft)
    2.   Rings of Responsibility (The responsibilities of a good digital citizen)
    3.  The Power of Words (What if someone uses mean or scary language on the Internet?)
    4.  Whose is It, Anyway? (Showing respect for people’s work)
    5.  Digital Citizenship Pledge (Creating a positive online community)
    6.  Strong Passwords (Protecting your private information with a secure password)
    7.  Privacy Rules (How to tell if a website protects your private information)
    8.  Super Digital Citizen (How to help others to be good digital citizens)
    9.  Talking Safely Online (What is the difference between online and in-person friends?)
    10. What’s Cyberbullying? (What is it and how you should deal with it).
.   



Lesson Plan Components 

1) Common Core Standards links are provided
2) Lessons are framed with an Essential Question (McTighe & Wiggins, 2013)
3) Lesson Overview and Objectives are clearly stated
4) Materials and Preparation are briefly outlined
5) Each lesson follows the format, Introduction, Teaching Points, and Closing
6) Blackline Masters are included
7) Assessment Tools with Teacher Answer Key are included



Lesson 10: What is Cyberbullying?

Essential Question: What is cyberbullying and how do you deal with it?

Lesson Overview: Students discuss positive and negative aspects of interacting 
online. They learn definition of cyberbullying and create a Venn Diagram to 
compare/contrast in-person bullying to cyberbullying. They read and discuss a 
story about a student who is cyberbullied.

Learning Objectives: Students learn to empathize with the targets of bullying; 
recognize how in-person and cyberbullying are similar and different; and identify 
strategies to deal with it.



What is Cyberbullying?
Materials & Preparation: Copy of student handout & whiteboard or chalkboard.

Introduction: Students discuss positive and negative aspects of going online.

Teach 1: Explore bullying vs. cyberbullying; define terms; discuss; draw Venn diagram to 
compare/contrast. 

Teach 2: Identifying cyberbullying. Define empathize; discuss a time when you felt empathy; read 
scenarios on student handout; answer questions with a partner; whole class debrief to deepen 
understanding; introduce strategies.

Closing: Use questions provided to assess student understanding of objectives.

Assessment: Replicates lesson activities (two page blackline master); uses scenarios, compare/contrast 
chart, and multiple choice



Our Multimedia Text for Elementary Teachers (On Storify)

Teaching Digital Citizenship for Non-Specialists (Grades 3-5)

https://storify.com/DianeWatt/teaching-digital-citizenship-grades-3-5  

https://storify.com/DianeWatt/teaching-digital-citizenship-grades-3-5
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